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My  dea r  Mrs .Vo t r i e ,

I  am ve ry  g lad  to  have  been  ab le  to  l oca te  you ,  I  f ee l  ve ry  so r ry
for  you in  the death of  your  son but  proud to  have had such a cornrade.
Char l ie  and I  met  at  Ca:np Greene and were a lways great  f r iends f roo
ou r  f i r e t  mee t i ng . ' i l e  t ook  l ong  wa l ke  t o -ge the r  and  o f t en  t a l ked  f o r
i rou rs  o f  t he  fu tu re .  f  sha l l  t r y  t o  g i ve  you  the  accoun t  o f  h i s  dea th .

lTe  opened  the  d r i ve  l es t  Ju Iy  on  the  lS th .and  s ta r ted  to  push  the
Germans bacl<.  Drr lng th ls  t i rne I  saw noth ing of  Char l ie  as I  wae in
the  i n te l l  i  gence  ge rv l ce  and  du  t y  ca } led  me  to  a l l  pa r t s  o f  t i r e  s€c -
to r  t ha t  we  were  o r1 .  0n  the  23 rd ,snd  ?  th .we  l re re  re l l eved  and  go t
new men  as  ou r  l osges  were  excaed ing l y  heavy .  Char l l e  ob ta ined  a  paBs
and  wen t  t o  Pa r i s  du r ine  th i s  t i ne  bu t  I  was  keo t  busy  on  maps  fq r
o r r r  n e x t  s t a . r t -  t t . A . '  f t : ^  t  4  4  n  t  a  t  /  t t  
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Z9 th .we  aga in  took  the  f ron t  and  fough t  l n  one  o f  t he  mos t  b loody
bat t les of  th .e war  which was ca l led the VesLe.  0n tJre n ight  o f  the
8 th . I  had  been  on  obgerva t i onpos t  wa tch lng  Ger raan  tac t i ce  and  a t  10 ;
30  wae  re l l eved  and  I  p repa red  to  ge t  some s leep .We lad  t , aken  eve ry -
th ing  be fo re  us  i n  t l r e  f ace  o f  s t i f f  oppos i t i on  and  were  dug  i n  on
the ra i l road that  runs between €rrsr r i js l6  tass lons and 8$eims.  That
n igh t  l a te  ho t  co f fee  and  food  was  to  be  b rough t  t o  us  f rom Mt .S t .
Mar t i n .  I  t o ld  r : ay  re l i e f  t o  wake  i ne  upon  i t s  a r r l va l  bu t  t Je lg  he  fa i l -
ed to  do.  The food had just  come up and 18 or  20 of  the boys had gath-
ered around i t .  I t r is  wae about  25 or  30 f  eet  f  rora where I  was s leep-
ing .  They  were  j us t  beg inn ing  to  se rve  l t  when  a  she l l  c€Lme ove r  and
landed  i n  t he i r  m ids t ,  You r  Sbn  was  h i t  and  d i ed^  as  d i d  two  o the rg .
There were a lso 7 or  8  wounded.The explos ion of  t lee shel l  wakened,  me
lmmed ia te l y  bu t  I  was  s tunned  f o r  a  m inu te  by  i tSs  concues ion .  f
ran to  v ihere the boys lay and f  ound Char l ie  tkre th i rd  one I  ca,me co
0 f  cou rse r  l  d idn f  t  know h im un t i l  I  asked  v ; l i o  i t  ' i vas  as  i t  v ras  da rk .
When  I  spoke  he  knew me immed ia te l y  and  to ld  me  v rhe re  he  was  h i t .  I
d resseC h i s  wounds  as  bes t  I  cou l r l  and  mad .e  h im  comfo r tab le  w i th  b lan -
ke ts .  I  t nen  he lped  so r te  o f  t heo the r  v rounded  f  o r  a  f  ew  n inu tes  and
then returned to h im.  By th is  t i rne,  the Germans having heard the co j ,nmo-
t1on ,  j . t  $ ias  ha rd  to  rno r re  v ; i t hou t  be ing  se  en  as  t l : ey  sho i  f  l a res  and
1 i -<h i s  i n t o  ou r  l i nes  and  t he i r  sn i pe rs  s ta r t ed  a f t e r  us .  I  had  qu i t e
a  ta l k  w i t i i  Char l i e  be fo re  he  d ied  bu t  d idn f  t  l e t  h in  ta l k  rnuc l r  as  i t
seerned to wen. , r ren h im.  He spoke of  home and I  to1d,  h i rn  I  v ;cu lc i  f ix  that ,
a l r i gh t ,  I  gave  h im  wa te r  and  f i xed .  h im  comfo r tab le  and  then  had  to  g
Eo  on  du t l ' aga in . .  Th i s  * , . . i r ne  I  was  on l y  a  few  fee t  f rom h in r  anC I  wa t -
ched  h l n :  c l - ose l y  un t i l  he  c l i ed .  He  passed  ou t  ve r ; .  qu : . e t l 1 ' an r i  seem-
ed  t o  ha , ve  no  pa in .  I f  T  hese  caused  you  pa in  i n  r e l L j . r t g  yo ' - r  t h i . s ,
p lease  fo rg i ve  ne  as  I  f  eL t  ycu  shou ld  no  the  t ru t i l h  and  no  l h i r , g  t u t
t ' n :  * r r  f  h
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I  a : : r  p rouC to  becon ,e  acqua in teC  i ' , ' i t h  i he  no the r  o f  so  f i : - -e  a ,
ecn rade  a r td  I ' rE j . sh  to  exp res ;  rn l v  deepes t  s ; i r npa ihy  : . n  h i s  dea th  an , i  n , r
ccng ra tu l a t i ons  on  ha r r i ng  such  a  f  i ne  Son  t o  g i ve .  Cha : . l j . e  wa ,s  k i l l e t i
no r t h  o f  t he ' " o ' ; , n  o f  V i11e -Savc3 'e  and  on  t he  ra i l i ' oa t i  t he t  r uns  be -f - ?een  Fhe ims  and  Sass ions .  I  may  be  ab le  + ,o  eee  ycu  so roe t . i r ne  as  I  go  , t r . <
you r  way  qu i r e  o f  t en .  . . - : "

Ve ry  s i nce re l y  you rs
f /  n ,  1 J , ' t  ' / 'Fu. t ' , r ' \
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